


Nicole Hackley

● MPCB Secretary (3 years)

● Certified Prevention Specialist (2 years)

● 16 years in primary prevention

● Workforce Development Coordinator

● Trainer



The MPCB seeks to prevent alcohol, 
tobacco, and other substance use 

disorders in children, young adults, and 
adults. We promote standards by 

providing a credentialing exam for 
prevention professionals in Montana to 
become Certified Prevention Specialists 

(CPS)



International Certification & Reciprocity 
Consortium

● Alcohol and Drug Counselor

● Advanced Alcohol and Drug Counselor

● Clinical Supervisor

● Criminal Justice Addiction 

Professionals

● Peer Recovery - Associate

● Peer Recovery

● Prevention Specialist





Why Certification?

Provides a competent workforce

Ensures public safety

Enhances public funds accountability

Provides practitioner benefits

Services are provided in an ethical manner



Montana’s Timeline 

1. Montana Healthcare Foundation

2. Board Development

3. Database, Website

4. IC&RC Approval July 2022



Current Board Members

President: Karen Sylvester, South Central MT Regional Mental Health Center

Vice President: Vacant (elections this month)

Secretary: Nicole Hackley, Prevention Support Services

Treasurer: Peg Shea, Retired Licensed Addiction Counselor

Cassie Devries, Pondera County Health Dept

Misha Pete, CSKT College

Kerry Pride, MT Public Health and Safety Division

Brooke Hill, Be the Change 406 Coalition-Beaverhead County

Darla Tyler-McSherry, Yellowstone County DUI Task Force



Prevention Specialist Credential

Experience

2000 hours

Minimum Standards

Education

120 hours

Supervision

120 hours

Exam

Pass IC&RC exam

Ethics

Sign and affirm 

code of ethics

Jurisdiction

51%



Montana Requirements Experience

2000 hours

Supervision

120 hours



Montana Requirements Education

120 hours

60 Hours Alcohol, Tobacco, or Other Drugs

SPF Application for Prevention Success Training (31 hours)

Ethics in Prevention (6 hours)

Sustainability (8 hours)

60 Hours Other Prevention-Related Education

Public Health 101 (4 hours)

Health Equity (6 hours)

Suicide Prevention (2 hours)

Mental Health Education (3 hours)



Montana Requirements Ethics

Sign and affirm 

code of ethics



Montana Requirements Exam

Pass IC&RC exam



Fees

Certification Application ($75)

Initial 2-year Certification ($150)

IC&RC Exam ($175)

TOTAL $400

Recertification $175



Application Process

Legacy Application                      

● 10,000 hours experience

● No exam
● All other requirements the same
● Only available Oct 2022-Nov 2023

Standard Application

Associate Prevention Specialist Application



Certemy



Education & Training Specifics

● Webinars
● Online courses

(self-paced, moderated or 
unmoderated)

● Conferences

● In-person training

● Offline, self-paced 
training

● Independent 
studies

● Podcasts

● Training title
● Training date(s)

● Trainer or hosting 
agency name(s) 

● Total hours



Training Log
Undocumented 
Training Form



Recertification

● 40 hour of CEUs

○ Maximum of 12 hours for 

one domain

○ Only 4 hours for Domain 6

○ 6 hours need to be related 

to Ethics

● Hours must be taken during 

recertification period

● $175 renewal fee

● Lapsed Certificates

○ 90-day grace period

○ $150 reinstatement fee



Current Numbers

23

61

Currently certified

Applications



mtcertificationboard.org

● Certification Manual

● Board member information
● MPCB Code of Ethics
● Exam process
● Exam study guide and materials
● Lapsed and Expiration Policy
● Recertification Requirements
● Reciprocity Process
● FAQ Page
● Contact information



Questions?

Nicole Hackley

Board Secretary

(406) 480-5385

nicole@preventionsupport.org
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