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About the State Unit on Aging:

As the SUA we are charged with administering Older Americans Act (OAA) services
through a partnership with the 10 Area Agencies on Aging (AAAs) serving older
adults aged 60 and older with a focus on individuals with the most economic and
social need and those at risk of institutionalization, with a special emphasis on rural
residents, people with disabilities and those with Alzheimer’s or other dementias and
their family caregivers. Five of the AAAs include reservations in their planning and
service area and are required to coordinate their Title Il OAA funding with the Title VI
OAA funding with those reservations.

Core services include:

¢ Information and assistance to access community services.
Medicare and other public benefits counseling.
Congregate and Home Delivered Meals.
In-home services, such as homemaker, chore, and personal care.
Transportation; and
Respite and other supports for caregivers.

With OAA funds Area Agencies on Aging also provide services related to elder
justice, including legal assistance, and advocating for the rights of those living in
nursing homes, assisted living facilities and critical access hospitals as the majority
are providers of the Long Term Care Ombudsman Program.

Contacts:

Barb Smith, SLTC Division Administrator — BarbaraSmith@mt.gov

Kerrie Reidelbach, State Unit on Aging Director — kreidelbach@mt.gov

Janet Stellmon, State Health Insurance & Assistance Program (SHIP) Director —
jstellmon@mt.gov
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The State Plan on Aging is a requirement of the Administration for Community Living to
receive Older Americans Act funding. This is a 4-year state plan that incorporates the
ten Area Agency on Aging plans (see map). The plan period is for October 1, 2023 —
September 30, 2027. The Area and State Plans require the following content:

Area Plan:

. Executive Summary

. Impact on changing demographics

. Needs Assessment

. Impact of COVID-19

. Title llI/VI Coordination

. Quality Management

. Goals, Objectives, Strategies and Outcomes

. Public Input/Consultation
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. Other Required Information
b. Map of PSA (Planning Service Area)
c. Advisory Council
d. Direct Services Provided by Area Agency
e. Assurances and Information Requirements
f. Organization Chart
g. Community Focal Points and Senior Centers
h. Emergency Plan or Plan for Development
State Plan:
OAA Core Programs
Impact of COVID-19
Equity
Expanding Access to HCBS
Caregiving Services & Supports

Assurance Responses
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Intrastate Funding Formula Requirements
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. What are the challenges facing older adults in your community?

. How can we best support families who are caring for loved ones (i.e., aging parents,
grandparents, spouses)?

. What can we do to better support older adults with Alzheimer’s or other dementias?

. What are the specific challenges facing rural residents and how might we creatively
serve them given limited resources?

. What other issues in your community have we not covered or what other thoughts
would you like to share?
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Of the list below, circle your top five concerns for older adults in your
community?
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Funding for safety net programs like Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid,
Older Americans Act programs such as nutrition, education, and in-home
services

Culturally competent care

Affordable and accessible housing

Available and accessible transportation

Financial assistance for basic needs (housing, food, transportation,
insurance/health care/prescriptions)

Access to and affordability of supportive services in the home to prevent or
delay institutional care

Support for family caregivers of older adults

Access to health care, including preventive care and mental health services
Social isolation and loneliness — need for planned and supported
opportunities for engagement

Individual planning for aging years

Employment opportunities for older adults

Home maintenance, repair, and modifications for accessibility

m. Elder abuse, neglect and/or exploitation

Area Plan Service Waiting List
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Current Title VI Program Directors:

Mary Kennerly

Title VI Director, Blackfeet Tribe-Eagle Shield Center

5525 Haul Road, P.O. Box 76, Browning, MT 59417
marylkennerly@hotmail.com

Phone: 406-338-7257 / Alt. Phone: 406-338-7906 / Fax: 406-338-3480

Lisa Watson Whitford

Director of Chippewa Cree Senior Citizen Program, Chippewa Cree Tribe Senior
Citizens Department

111 Clinic Road, Box Elder, MT 59521

lisa@chippewa-cree.org / lwatsonwhitford2@gmail.com

Phone: 406-395-4728 ext 25 / Alt. Phone: 406-390-3526 / Fax: 406-395-4503

Constance Morigeau

Title VI Director, Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes

42487 Complex Blvd, PO Box 278, Pablo, MT 59855

Constance.Morigeau@cskt.org / diane.matt@cskt.org

Phone: 406-675-2700 ext 1381 / Alt. Phone: 406-675-2700 ext 1303 / Fax: 406-675-
8773

Edwina Littlelight

Director, Crow Tribe Senior Center

Pretty Shield Drive Avenue #1, P.O. Box 542, Crow Agency, MT 59022
edwina.littlelight@crow-nsn.gov / rosella.shane@crow-nsn.gov

Phone: 406-665-7031 / Alt. Phone: 406-679-5422 / Fax: 406-638-4443

Peggy Healy

Title VI Director, Fort Belknap Indian Community

656 Agency Main Street, Harlem, MT 59526

z4healy@live.com / peggyhealy4@gmail.com

Phone: 406-353-2205 ext 8499 / Alt. Phone: 406-353-2205 ext 8417 / Fax: 406-353-
4361

Sheila Spotted Bull

Title VI Director, Fort Peck Assiniboine & Sioux Tribes

501 Medicine Bear Road, PO Box 1027, Poplar, MT 59255
sspottedbull@fortpeckiribes.net / arleda.shields@fortpecktribes.net
Phone: 406-768-2432 / Fax: 406-768-5833

Roberta Bigback

Title VI Director, Northern Cheyenne Elderly Program

PO Box 470, 710 N. Cheyenne Ave, Lame Deer, MT 59043
Roberta.Bigback@cheyennenation.com

Phone: 406-477-8707 / Fax: 406-477-8167
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